MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 8th May, 2012 AT 7.50 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


G W Bates – Chairman
E H Lewis– Deputy Chairman
A J Austin – Treasurer

Mrs J Horton

County Councillor:

R P Thomas

Apologies:


Councillors W J Bellin and B Kennard 

Clerk:



Cllr E H Lewis (Acting)

There were four members of the public present at the meeting.

2
OPENING REMARKS
Cllr Bates opened the meeting by advising that Cllr Lewis was acting as Clerk until an appointment could be made. There were the minutes of the council for the past three years also available for inspection. As the Council had adopted a general scheme for Standing Orders, de facto these were also available. 
3. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
3.1
10th April Meeting
Councillor E H Lewis proposed that the Minute 3.7 should be amended to read::

“Councillor E Lewis reported that he had been in contact with the estate and the estate maps showed that the well was not in the ownership of the estate.”  
Subject to this amendment, it was proposed by Councillor A Austin and seconded by Councillor E H Lewis  that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 10th of April 2012 be agreed as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

4
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Local Development Plan – Vale of Glamorgan 2011–2026 – Site 2513/CS.1

The Chairman advised that the response from the Council had been published in the Village Newsletter. There would be further consultation in due course when it had been considered by the Vale of Glamorgan Council but the date for this is not yet known.. Noted.
4.2
School Footpath and Green Lane
The Chairman would follow up these issues and further information from the Vale of Glamorgan on the Green Lane was awaited.  Noted.
4.3
Recycling & Llandow Gas Drilling Application

County Councillor R Thomas reported that the appeal would take place in May and all who had commented would be invited to speak..  Noted.

4.4
Mobile Library
There had been no further response regarding the library. Noted.
4.5
Reinstatement of Red Telephone Box

Councillor A Austin reported that work had been undertaken on the base and repairs to the post were scheduled. £500 deposit had been paid and £2,500 remained together with a £200 grant from the Vale of Glamorgan. Councillor A Austin would co-ordinate this work. Noted.

4.6
Ownership of the Well and Ford Wetlands – Tŷ Draw

Councillor E Lewis reported that he was still following up this issue.  Noted.

4.7
Litter in the Village

Councillor E Lewis reported that the Vale of Glamorgan had used a mechanical sweeper around the village earlier in the day. The regular collection of litter would be on-going.  Noted.
4.8
St Michael’s Church
The Church had undertaken a health and safety audit and had identified a potential danger with the gully outside the entrance gate. Noted.
4.9
Highways Queries
County Councillor Thomas advised that he had reported the signage issues and it was likely that there would be a new policy which took account of design issues. 
· Congestion opposite Dutch House – no problem had been noted by the council officials who had visited. However further problems had been encountered earlier in the day when poor parking had stopped a bus from passing and a funeral hearse also had difficulty in passing. A photograph had been taken that could be passed to the council. It was suggested also by the Chairman that an item be placed in the Newsletter concerning this issue.
4.10
Kerb stones near to Tŷ Draw
It was reported that repairs were in hand..  Noted.
4.11
Concern regarding village buses
There were no further comments on this matter. Noted.
4.12
Audit 2011-2012 
Cllr Austin informed members that the Internal Auditor had completed his work. The only matter related to interest received of £5.28. This was in an account with a 0.7% interest rate payable and it may be appropriate for a higher rated account to e used. VAT had not been reclaimed  (a sum less than £200) and this was being followed up. The audit work was to be recorded in the minutes. It was agreed to seek further advice from the Internal Auditor on the interest issue and Cllr Austin would action this point. The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Austin and also to Mr Griffiths for the work undertaken. A letter of thanks would be sent to Mr Griffiths. Agreed. 

4.13   Disclosure of Information
The Chairman reported that the set of minutes were now available and would be brought to each meeting. Cllr Lewis advised that he had spoken with OVW and they had information which he would try and access. A hosting site for community councils had been found and a site free from sponsorship would cost £24.95 including VAT for 1 year. He recommended a further discussion at the next meeting when further information would be available. Agreed.
4.14  Best Kept Village Competition
Cllr Lewis briefed members on the details of the scheme. It was decided that the village conservation area should be the main focus for the competition judging with emphasis on the village green and Little Hill. Cllr Horton suggested that the Brownies and guides could assist before the judging by collecting litter. Preliminary judging would be from 21 June to 5 July with final judging on the 6-8 July. Work was required on Little Hill to clear the weeds and make good.  Agreed.
4.15  HMRC – PAYE Annual Return
This had to be sent soon and it was agreed that the Treasurer and the Internal Auditor would meet in the next week to finalise the return. It was also agreed that Cllr E H Lewis would replace Mr Peter Graham-Woollard as a signatory on the cheque book.

4.16 Village Maintenance
There was no further matters on this as the issue had been already covered under 4.14.
5
CLERK’S REPORT
5.1
One Voice Wales
The Acting Clerk advised that OVW were to issue a new password to enable access to the Members area. The change to the Clerk was also to be communicated to OVW. Noted.
5.2     Ombudsman’s Casebook
Mail had been received advising that the latest casebook was now available online. Noted.
5.3    Severn Estuary Forum
A newsletter had been received from this group. Noted.
5.4   Outstanding Remuneration and Expenses for former Clerk
The final costs were 16 hours (£184.64)  and PAYE (£36.93). Agreement to make the payment was proposed by Cllr J Horton and seconded by E H Lewis and passed unanimously.
6
TREASURER’S REPORT

6.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer reported on the figures which he had already sent to
 all Councillors.  He reported that the current state of accounts were as follows:

£1,245.17 (Current Account), £9,693.17 (Deposit Account) giving a  total of £10.938.34 which was Noted.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Notice Board
The Chairman outlined some further issues involving the Planning Department and the adjacent property. It was possible that the boundary fence would be lowered but this would leave the notice board higher than the fence. It was agreed that the Chairman would liaise with the interested parties to secure a sensible outcome. Noted.
7.2   Tree for Village Green
The Chairman referred to the suggested tree as a memorial to Mrs Ena Greenslade and a further suggestion that a new seat would be more appropriate. There would be further discussions. Noted.
7.3   Tree on The Spinney Bank
The Chairman reported the recent storm damage which had caused the tree to fall and the subsequent damage to the street light. It was agreed that the Clerk would report this to the Vale of Glamorgan.

7.4   Question from a Member of the Public
A question concerning the need for signage to ensure that Eisteddfod traffic did not travel through the village was raised. Cty Cllr Thomas said that there was a traffic plan with signs that would be put into place but it also had to be remembered that some of the visitors to the Eisteddfod may wish to use the village public house and should not be discouraged from doing this. Noted.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 12th June at 7.30 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.  

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 10.15 pm.

Signed………………………………………………………………………………....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date………………………………………………………………………………........

Signed………………………………………………………………………………....

Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date………………………………………………………………………………........

COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
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